Agenda item: [No ]
Cabinet On 26 January 2009

Report Title:

Executive response of the Children and Young People’s Service to the Scrutiny
Review of Children’s Centres.

Forward Plan reference number (if applicable): N/A

Report of: Peter Lewis, Director of the Children and Young people’s Service.

Wards(s) affected: All Report for: Non-Key Decision

1. Purpose

1.1 To set out the Children and Young People’s Service’s response to the Scrutiny
Review of Children’s Centres

2. Introduction by Cabinet Member

2.1 Overview and Scrutiny’s review of Children Centres has provided a timely
opportunity to consider the key areas of development in our Children Centres. The
Review highlights the considerable positive work which is taking place. We are,
however, fully aware that there is still much more to do and officers have already
put in place mechanisms to develop the action plan appended to this report.

2.2 Given the importance of ensuring that the services offered by our Centres reach
excluded and disadvantaged groups of children | will be bringing a further report to
Overview and Scrutiny in October, to inform Members of the developments of our
outreach services.

2.3 | am particularly concerned that there should be a clear health offer from our centres
and that the borough has sufficient health visitors to make this a reality. | will ensure that we
work with Great Ormond Street Hospital and the PCT on this issue.

3. Recommendations

3.1 That the Cabinet welcomes the Overview and Scrutiny Review .of Children’s
Centres.

3.2 That the Cabinet agrees the attached response and proposed action plan as set out
in Appendix One




Report Authorised by: \
V‘____/Q_M
Q}u-

Peter Lewis
Director of the Children and Young People’s Service

Contact Officer: Belinda Evans, Head of Network(West)
Belinda.evans @haringey.gov.uk Tel: 020 8489 3860

4.

4.1 The Chief Financial Officer has no further comments to make on this report.

Chief Financial Officer Comments

5.

5.1 The Head of Legal Services has been consulted on the content of this report and

Head of Legal Services Comments

has no specific comment to make. 1

6.

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985

8.1

9.

9.1

10.

Strategic Implications

Children’s Centres are an essential element in the council performing its statutory
duties under the Childcare Act (2006). Whilst the review commented on the fact that
the foundations have been laid for a well-run service to children with support and help
for their families, the development areas identified as part of the review are integral to
the Council achieving improved outcomes for children.

Financial Implications

There are no specific financial implications to achieving the attached action plan. All
actions can be contained within the budget for 2009/2010

Legal Implications

There are no specific legal implications in this report.

Equalities Implications

10.1 A key aim of children’s centres is to try to ensure that all children under five have

access to good quality, early childhood services. An emphasis is placed on ensuring
that services reach the most vulnerable and disadvantaged children though the
targeting of services and service delivery.



11. Consultation

11.1 Where the agreed recommendations involve changes to service delivery or policy,
consultation will be conducted as appropriate.

12. Background of scrutiny review

12.1 It is imperative that the Council has well run children’s centres which are models of
excellence because they:

o are an early and vital link in the provision of services for children and young
people under the age of 19 which “provide support for children and their families
through a child’s life stages”;

o allow early targeted intervention of children and families who do not meet
statutory thresholds for specialist services but who need help and support to
prevent them becoming more vulnerable;

o assist compliance with the duty placed on the Council under Section 6 of the
Childcare Act 2006 to “secure, so far as is reasonably practicable, that the
provision of childcare (whether or not by them) is sufficient to meet the
requirements of parents” to enable them to work or undertake education or
training.

13 Scope of the review

13.1 The Scrutiny Review of Children’s Centres set out to look into the following key areas:

- The range and quality of the provision provided at the Council’s children’s centres
including ancillary issues such as family support.

- Health services etc and the contributions made by users. In particular whether this
provision enabled “early intervention” and specific action to be taken to narrow the
gap in achievement between the lowest achieving children and the rest.

- The manner in which children’s centres worked with other local providers of
childcare.

- The processes for measuring performance including self evaluation.

- The processes for identifying best practice and ensuring its disseminated elsewhere.

14 Conclusion

14.1 Whilst the review acknowledges that much work is already being undertaken by the
Children and Young People’s Service on most of the areas identified for review, we are
committed to ensuring the actions set out in Appendix one are implemented as swiftly
as possible.



15 Use of Appendices / Tables / Photographs

15.1 Appendix one: Action Plan for implementing the recommendations of the
Scrutiny Review of Children’s Centres.
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